The Five C's of World Language Study

The purposes and uses of world languages are as
diverse as the students who study them. Some
students study another language in hopes of
finding a rewarding career in the international
marketplace or government service. Others are
interested in the intellectual challenge and
cognitive benefits that accrue to those who
master multiple languages. Still others seek
greater understanding of other people and other
cultures. Many approach world language study, as
they do other courses, simply to fulfill a
graduation requirement.

Regardless of the reason for study, world
languages have something to offer everyone. It is
with this philosophy in mind that the standards
task force identified five goal areas that
encompass all of these reasons: Communication,
Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and
Communities—the five C’s of world language
education.

COMMUNICATION is at the heart of second
language study, whether the communication
takes place face-to- face, in writing, or across
centuries through the reading of literature.
Through the study of other languages, tudents
gain a knowledge and understanding of the
cultures that use that language and, in fact,
cannot truly master the language until they have
also mastered the cultural contexts in which the
language occurs.

Learning languages provides CONNECTIONS to
additional bodies of knowledge that may be
unavailable to the monolingual English speaker.

Through COMPARISONS and contrasts with the
language being studied, students develop insight
into the nature of language and the concept of
CULTURE and realize that there are multiple ways
of viewing the world.

Together, these elements enable the student of
languages to participate in multilingual
COMMUNITIES at home and around the world in
a variety of contexts and in culturally appropriate
ways.



Standards for World Language Learning

Communication

Communicate effectively in more than one language in order
to function in a variety of situations and for multiple purposes

1.1 Interpersonal Communication:
Learners interact and negotiate meaning in spoken,
signed, or written conversations to share information,
reactions, feelings, and opinions.

1.2 Interpretive Communication:
Learners understand, interpret, and analyze what is
heard, read, or viewed on a variety of topics.

1.3 Presentational Communication:
Learners present information, concepts, and ideas to
inform, explain, persuade, and narrate on a variety of
topics using appropriate media and adapt- ing to
various audiences of listeners, readers, or viewers.

Cultures
Interact with cultural competence and understanding

2.1 Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives:
Learners use the language to investigate, explain, and
reflect on the relationship between the practices and
perspectives of the cultures studied.

2.2 Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives:
Learners use the language to investigate, explain, and
reflect on the relationship between the products and
perspectives of the cultures studied.

Connections

Connect with other disciplines and acquire information and
diverse perspectives in order to use the language to function
in academic and career- related situations

3.1 Making Connections:
Learners build, reinforce, and expand their knowledge
of other disciplines while using the language to develop
critical thinking and to solve problems creatively.

3.2 Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives:
Learners access and evaluate information and diverse
perspectives that are available through the language
and its cultures.

Comparisons

Develop insight into the nature of language and culture in
order to interact with cultural competence

4.1 Language Comparisons:
Learners use the language to investigate, explain, and
reflect on the nature of language through comparisons
of the language studied and their own.

4.2 Cultural Comparisons:
Learners use the language to investigate, explain, and
reflect on the concept of culture through comparisons
of the cultures studied and their own.

Communities

Communicate and interact with cultural competence
in order to participate in multilingual communities at home
and around the world

5.1 School and Global Communities:
Learners use the language both within and beyond the
classroom to interact and collaborate in their
community and the globalized world.

5.2 Lifelong Learning:
Learners set goals and reflect on their progress in using
languages for enjoyment, enrichment, and
advancement.



Communication

Interpersonal Communication: Learners interact and
negotiate meaning in spoken, signed, or written conversations
to share information, reactions, feelings, and opinions.

This standard focuses on interpersonal communication, that is,
direct oral or written communication between individuals who
are in personal contact. In most modern languages, students
can quite quickly learn a number of phrases that will permit
them to interact with each other. In the course of their study,
they will grow in their ability to converse in a culturally
appropriate manner.

Interpretive Communication: Learners understand, interpret,
and analyze what is heard, read, or viewed on a variety of
topics.

This standard involves one-way listening and reading in which
the learner works with a variety of print and non-print
materials. The context in which the language is experienced
and the ability to control what they hear and read may impact
students’ development of comprehension. As a result, the
ability to read may develop before the ability to comprehend
rapid spoken language. In addition, content knowledge will
often affect successful comprehension, for students
understand more easily materials that reflect their interests or
for which they have some background.

Presentational Communication: Learners present information,
concepts, and ideas to inform, explain, persuade, and narrate
on a variety of topics using appropriate media and adapting
to various audiences of listeners, readers, or viewers.

This standard focuses on the formal presentation of
information, concepts, and ideas in spoken and written form
and is concerned, in most cases, with one-way speaking and
writing. Students with little or no previous language
experience are likely to produce written and spoken language
that will contain a variety of learned patterns or will look like
English with words in the other language. This is a natural
process and, over time, they begin to acquire authentic
patterns and to use appropriate styles. By contrast, home-
background students will write in ways that closely resemble

the spoken language. Moreover, they will control informal oral
styles. Over time these learners will develop the ability to write
and speak using more formal styles.

Cultures

Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives: Learners use the
language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the relationship
between the practices and perspectives of the cultures
studied.

This standard focuses on the practices that are derived from
the traditional ideas and attitudes (perspectives) of a culture.
Cultural practices refer to patterns of behavior accepted by a
society and deal with aspects of culture such as rites of
passage, the use of forms of discourse, the social “pecking
order,” and the use of space. In short, they represent the
knowledge of “what to do when and where.”

Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives: Learners use the
language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the relationship
between the products and perspectives of the cultures
studied.

This standard focuses on the products of the culture studied
and on how they reflect the perspectives of the culture.
Products may be tangible (e.g., a painting, a piece of literature,
a pair of chopsticks) or intangible (e.g., an oral tale, a dance, a
sacred ritual, a system of education). Whatever the form of the
product, its presence within the culture is required or justified
by the underlying beliefs and values (perspectives) of that
culture, and the cultural practices involve the use of that
product.

Connections

Making Connections: Learners build, reinforce, and expand
their knowledge of other disciplines while using the language
to develop critical thinking and to solve problems creatively.

Learning today is no longer restricted to a specific discipline;
it has become interdisciplinary. Just as reading cannot be
limited to a particular segment of the school day, so too can
world language build upon the knowledge that students



acquire in other subject areas. In addition, students can relate
the information studied in other subjects to their learning of
the world language and culture. World language instruction
thus becomes a means to expand and deepen students’
understanding of, and exposure to, other areas of knowledge.
The new information and concepts presented in one class
become the basis of continued learning in the world language
classroom.

Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives: Learners
access and evaluate information and diverse perspectives that
are available through the language and its cultures.

As a consequence of learning another language and gaining
access to its unigue means of communication, students are
able to broaden the sources of information available to them.
They have a “new window on the world.” At the early levels of
language learning, students can begin to examine a variety of
sources intended for native speakers, and extract specific
information. As they become more proficient users of the
world language, they can seek out materials of interest to
them, analyze the content, compare it to information available
in their own language, and assess the linguistic and cultural
differences.

Comparisons

Language Comparisons: Learners use the language to
investigate, explain, and reflect on the nature of language
through comparisons of the language studied and their own.

This standard focuses on the impact that learning the
linguistic elements in the new language has on students’
ability to examine English and to develop hypotheses about
the structure and use of languages. From the earliest language
learning experiences, students can compare and contrast the
two languages as different elements are presented. Activities
can be systematically integrated into instruction that will
assist students in gaining understanding and in developing
their abilities to think critically about how languages work.

Cultural Comparisons: Learners use the language to
investigate, explain, and reflect on the concept of culture
through comparisons of the cultures studied and their own.

As students expand their knowledge of cultures through
language learning, they continually discover perspectives,
practices, and products that are similar and different from
their own culture, and they develop the ability to hypothesize
about cultural systems in general. Some students may make
these comparisons naturally, others may not. This standard
helps focus this reflective process for all students by
encouraging integration of this process into instruction from
the earliest levels of learning.

Communities

School and Global Communities: Learners use the language
both within and beyond the classroom to interact and
collaborate in their community and the globalized world.

This standard focuses on language as a tool for
communication with speakers of the language throughout
one’s life: in schools, in the community, and abroad. In schools,
students share their knowledge of language and culture with
classmates and with younger students who may be learning
the language. Applying what has been learned in the language
program as defined by the other standards, students come to
realize the advantages inherent in being able to communicate
in more than one language and develop an understanding of
the power of language.

Lifelong Learning: Learners set goals and reflect on their
progress in using languages for enjoyment, enrichment, and
advancement.

Each day millions of Americans spend leisure time reading,
listening to music, viewing films and television programs, and
interacting with each other. By developing a certain level of
comfort with their new language, students can use these skills
to access information as they continue to learn throughout
their lives. Students who study a language can use their skills
to further enrich their personal lives by accessing various
entertainment and information sources available to speakers
of the language. Some students may have the opportunity to
travel to communities and countries where the language is
used extensively and, through this experience, further develop
their language skills and understanding of the culture.



