El Tenso Condicional

We use the Conditional Tense to express what would take place, as we say in English. For example:

Lo compraria, pero no tengo dinero. | would buy it, but | don't have money.
Yo comeria, pero no tengo hambre. | would eat, but I'm not hungry.
Me gustaria ir a la tienda. It would please me to go to the store.

There is only one set of endings in the Conditional, regardless of the verb type (AR, ER, or IR) and it is
not necessary to drop these last two letters—simply add the endings to the infinitive. Also notice that all
endings have an accent mark.

AR, ER, IR endings hablar = to talk
ia iamos hablaria hablariamos
ias iais hablarias hablariais
ia ian hablaria hablarian

Here are some more examples:

Preferiria comer a las ocho. | would prefer to eat at eight o'clock.
¢ Saltarias de la puente? Would you jump from the bridge?

We also use the Conditional Tense to insist politely or make polite requests:

¢ Firmaria usted el cheque, por favor? Would you sign the check, please?
¢ Sabria usted el nombre de esa mujer? Would you know the name of that woman?

There are various irregular verb conjugations in the Conditional Tense. Note: these are very similar to
irregulars in the Future Tense.

Decir (to say) diria, dirias, diria, diriamos, diriais, dirian

Tener (to have) tendria, tendrias, tendria, tendriamos, tendriais, tendrian
Poner (to put/place) pondria, pondrias, pondria, pondriamos, pondriais, pondrian
Poder (to be able/can) podria, podrias, podria, podriamos, podriais, podrian
Querer (to want) querria, querrias, querria, querriamos, querriais, querrian
Salir (to go out/leave) saldria, saldrias, saldria, saldriamos, saldriais, saldrian
Hacer (to make/do) haria, harias, haria, hariamos, hariais, harian

Haber (to have [done]) habria, habrias, habria, habriamos, habriais, habrian

Venir (to come) vendria, vendrias, vendria, vendriamos, vendriais, vendrian

We often find the Conditional used in conjunction with the Past Imperfect Subjunctive mood to express
causality (if-then statements). The Past Imperfect Subjunctive always comes after the word "si" (if) and
the Conditional occurs in the "then" part of the sentence, which might only be implied. For example:

Si vivieramos en Miami, iriamos a la playa. If we lived in Miami, we would go to the beach.
Iriamos a la playa si viviéramos en Miami. We would go to the beach if we lived in Miami.
Si tuviera un millén de dblares, viajaria. If I had a million dollars, | would travel.

Viajaria si tuviera un millén de doélares. | would travel if | had a million dollars.



Quiz

Translate the following sentences using the Conditional Tense.

1. | would like some tacos.

2. She would never wash her face.

3.  Would you have time to clean the garage?

4. Mom would always make a cake for Christmas.

5. When would you guys go?

6. We're so hungry, we would eat anything.

7. | wouldn't talk so loud, Juanito.

8. Mr. Snuggins would never accept the truth.

9. What would you do for a Klondike Bar?

10. Why would she suddenly change her mind?



