The Preterite Past Tense

Regular Forms

AR endings Yo hablé con Maria ayer. | talked with Maria yesterday.
é amos ¢, Comiste t0 todos los tacos? Did you eat all the tacos?
aste | asteis The Preterite past El ratén salié de su hueco. The rat went out of its hole.
0 aron tense is used to
express one-time Conjugation
ER-IR endings events that have
i imos occurred in the past. Hablar: hablé, hablaste, hablé, hablamos, hablasteis, hablaron
iste isteis Comer: comi, comiste, comid, comimos, comisteis, comieron
i6 ieron Vivir: vivi, viviste, vivid, vivimos, vivisteis, vivieron

Spelling Changes

1. Spelling changes in the Preterite occur because the Preterite vowel endings affect the way some
consonants sound. Verbs ending in -car, -gar, and —zar change to maintain their original consonant sound,
for example.

buscar = to look for

pagar = to pay cruzar = to cross

busco buscamos ago agamos cruzo cruzamos
PRESENT TENSE: .. pag P g“ i,
buscas buscais pagas pagais cruzas cruzais
busca buscan paga pagan cruza cruzan
buscar = to look for pagar = to pay cruzar = to cross
busqué buscamos pagué pagamos crucé cruzamos
PRETERITE TENSE: . . .
buscaste | buscasteis pagaste | pagasteis cruzaste | cruzasteis
buscd buscaron pago pagaron cruzé cruzaron

2. Another group of verbs with spelling changes are ER and IR verbs that have double vowels in their endings
such as leer, oir, and caer. Because the "i" is weak (and its sound disappears) when paired with a stronger
vowel, it requires an accent mark for emphasis. Example: In the third person, the conjugation for LEER
would be "leid¢" and "leieron". However, the "i" is too weak, and as an unaccented "i" between two strong
vowels, it changes to the semi-consonant "y" to maintain the pronunciation.

creer = to believe leer = to read oir =to hear
creo creemos leo leemos 0igo oimos
PRESENT TENSE: L. .. g .
crees creéis lees leéis oyes ois
cree creen lee leen oye oyen
creer = to believe leer = to read oir =to hear
crei creimos lei leimos oi oimos
PRETERITE TENSE: . L. , o , L
creiste creisteis leiste leisteis oiste oisteis
creyo creyeron ley6 leyeron oyb oyeron



Stem-Changing Forms

The most important things to remember about stem-changing verbs in the Preterite are: AR (e.g., mostrar,
almorzar, pensar) and ER (e.g., perder, tener, entender) verbs that stem-change in the Present tense do not
stem-change in the Preterite. However, IR stem-changing verbs (e.g. dormir, servir, preferir, etc.) do have
stem-changes in their third-person forms. For example:

dormir dormi dormiste durmio dormimos dormisteis durmieron
morir mori moriste murio morimos moristeis murieron
pedir pedi pediste pididé pedimos pedisteis pidieron
preferir preferi preferiste prefirid preferimos  preferisteis  prefirieron
repetir repeti repetiste repitio repetimos repetisteis repitieron
servir servi serviste sirvié servimos servisteis sirvieron

Irregular Forms

Common irregular verb forms with radical (consonant) changes in spelling:

andar anduve anduviste anduvo anduvimos  anduvisteis  anduvieron
conducir 3 conduje condujiste condujo condujimos condujisteis condujeron
dar 1.2 di diste dio dimos disteis dieron
decir3 dije dijiste dijo dijimos dijisteis dijeron
estar estuve estuviste estuvo estuvimos estuvisteis estuvieron
hacer hice hiciste hizo hicimos hicisteis hicieron

ir, ser 2, 4 fui fuiste fue fuimos fuisteis fueron
poner puse pusiste puso pusimos pusisteis pusieron
poder pude pudiste pudo pudimos pudisteis pudieron
querer quise quisiste quiso quisimos quisisteis quisieron
saber supe supiste supo supimos supisteis supieron
tener tuve tuviste tuvo tuvimos tuvisteis tuvieron
traer 3 traje trajiste trajo trajimos trajisteis trajeron
venir vine viniste vino vinimos vinisteis vinieron
ver 2 Vi viste vio vimos visteis vieron

' Dar takes on the IR-ER verb endings rather than AR verb endings.

2 Verbs with only 2 or 3 letters, such as dar, ser, ir and ver, do not carry accent marks in the Preterite. Notice
that ALL irregulars with radical changes in the stem don't use accent marks (e.g. estar, hacer, poner, poder,
etc.).

3 Irregulars which use a"j" in the Preterite only add "-eron" (NOT "-ieron") to the third-person plural (e.g. decir,
traer, conducir) and don't use accent marks.

4 Note: Ir and Ser share the same forms in the Preterite. The context of a sentence or a conversation will let
you know which is being used. For example: "Fui al supermercado" clearly means "l went to the
supermarket," not "l was to the supermarket."



